Inaugural Report

vision
At the Providence Health Care Research Institute our vision is to
dramatically improve the treatment and overall health of patients
and residents at Providence Health Care and beyond through
relevant, ethical and inspired health research.

mission
The PHC research community finds solutions to questions that
arise from PHC care settings using high quality research. We
acknowledge the rapidly changing health care environment and
embrace the challenges it provides. We prioritize prevention,
treatment and outcomes research questions that are relevant
to PHC’s populations of emphasis. We mentor and train
new researchers. We encourage novel research ideas such as
interdisciplinary and interprofessional collaborations, knowledge
transfer, and partnerships with patients and communities.

our priority research areas

our research scope

Heart and lung risks and illnesses
HIV/AIDS
Kidney risks and illnesses
Urban health (vulnerable populations)
Seniors health
Mental health

Research that involves the community
Laboratory research (including gene-based research)
Clinical research
Health services research
Population health, outcomes and prevention research
Policy development research

We’ve chosen this phrase to explain our work because
in real life, complex illnesses do not respect academic
disciplines.
The patients and residents at Providence Health Care’s
sites often have complex health needs that span
specialties. The PHC Research Institute’s interdisciplinary
and interprofessional approach to research addresses
this reality.
Our researchers and BC citizens are working together to
pursue real life health solutions.
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letter from the president
yvonne lefebvre PhD

As you read this report, you will help to inaugurate the Providence Health Care Research Institute,
which was established in 2005. The PHC Research Institute was created to help Providence Health
Care (PHC) fulfill the potential of its researchers by facilitating collaborations and promoting PHC’s
growing reputation for health research innovation. The PHC Research Institute is affiliated with the
University of British Columbia (UBC) where many of our researchers hold appointments.
	The PHC Research Institute is home to four mature
research groups:
	James Hogg iCAPTURE Centre for Cardiovascular and
Pulmonary Research,
	Centre for Health Evaluation and Outcome Sciences
(CHÉOS),
	BC Centre for Excellence in HIV/AIDS, and
PHC’s Clinical Research Program.
	There are also several emerging research areas
including eating disorders and addiction research,
and research at the Centre for Healthy Aging at
Providence (CHAP).
	We believe that the creation of the PHC
Research Institute will increase the productivity,
competitiveness and interdisciplinary nature of
research at PHC. The PHC Research Institute will
also help us speak with one voice for health research
to improve treatment options for patients in British
Columbia and abroad.
	The PHC Research Institute focuses on research that
solves real life health problems for the people treated
at PHC and across the province of British Columbia.
We encourage our researchers to reach out to experts
in other fields to solve problems that transcend a
single discipline. This interdisciplinary approach
means that HIV researchers work with urban health
specialists to solve treatment access issues. And
genetic researchers work with clinical researchers
to improve diagnostics and treatment options.
	

	The PHC Research Institute makes teaching,
mentoring and training a priority in order to
sustain our high quality health research into the
future. We actively communicate our research
findings to those who need this information
including fellow researchers, policy makers and
our own patients. Again, we do this with a view
to increase support and recognition from British
Columbians that PHC supports first class research
from which they will benefit.

	

	The Legacy Project is also an enabling factor in our
future. PHC’s Legacy Project is a renewal of St. Paul’s
Hospital to establish a state-of-the-art hospital,
research and teaching facility. This future research
and teaching facility, situated within an acute care
setting, will allow the PHC Research Institute to
continue pursuing research questions grounded in
clinical care — but with additional room to grow.
This plan for the future will allow the PHC Research
Institute to “think big” and expand all our research
to include a broad spectrum — from genetics
through to population health through to policy.
Thank you for taking time to read about our work.

yvonne lefebvre PhD
President, PHC Research Institute
VP Research & Academic Affairs, Providence Health Care

funding success

Providence Health Care (PHC) is an acute and
residential care provider that operates seven facilities
in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. The PHC
Research Institute is the research core of PHC and
is affiliated with the University of British Columbia.
PHC’s largest site is St. Paul’s Hospital, an acute
care centre in downtown Vancouver that treats over
300,000 patients per year. St. Paul’s is known worldwide for its excellence in 20cardiac care, HIV/AIDS, lung
and kidney care. Increasingly our programs in urban
health, mental health and aging are also hitting the
15 and care communities.
radar of the global research

Research at PHC has grown dramatically over the
past six years. Since the year 2000, research at PHC
has generated $146 million dollars in total research
funding. Approximately 70 per cent of research dollars
come from competitive, peer-reviewed grants, while
the other 30 per cent come from industry partnerships
and sponsored research including clinical trials.
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knowledge translation

PHC researchers also work to increase public know
ledge about research and their research findings.
Our researchers publish extensively in international
journals and present their findings around the world.
They also speak to the media and make presentations
to patient groups on a regular basis to generate
discussion about their research.
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The Canadian Institutes for Health Research define
“knowledge translation” as “the effective and timely
incorporation of evidence-based information into
the practices of health professionals.” This concept is
especially important to the PHC Research Institute in
light of our home within hospitals and residences. Our
research teams, which include scientists, physicians,
nurses, and other health care professionals are able to
rapidly translate new information into care protocols
Peer ReviewedAdvocating
Grants ()
and systems.
for changes to care based on
Industry Trial / Contracts ()
research advances is also part of how we view our role
in the province of BC.
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In addition to these clinical programs, the PHC
10
Research Institute is pursuing
excellence in translating basic research into patient care, and promoting
interdisciplinary and interprofessional research teams.
Building on the work that5has come before us, the
PHC Research Institute is charting a strategic course
for the future that includes close cooperation with
our patients and their families.
0
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Providence Health Care is home to:

The James Hogg iCAPTURE Centre
for Cardiovascular and Pulmonary
Research

The Provincial Heart Centre
The Pacific Lung Centre

Heart and lung diseases are the leading cause
of death and illness in Canada and tragically
reduce productivity and life expectancy of
hundreds of thousands of Canadians each
year. The PHC Research Institute is the
provincial centre for heart, lung and blood
vessel research in British Columbia. The
current cardio-pulmonary disease research
program at PHC includes laboratory and genetic research, research into prevention and
treatment of heart and lung disease. As well
as tracking the outcomes of people with these
illnesses. We are home to British Columbia’s
Heart Centre and the world renowned James
Hogg iCAPTURE Centre for Cardiovasular
and Pulmonary Research (see sidebar). Our
Centre for Health Evaluation and Outcome
Sciences also conducts heart research looking
at outcomes of surgery and other treatments
as well as prevention issues (see page 11).
The Heart Centre at St. Paul’s is British
Columbia’s heart specialty centre and is
home to top cardiologists and cardiovascular surgeons who continually improve

care through their research. Spearheaded
by the research of Dr. John Webb, they are
known world-wide for their advances in
cardiac treatments and devices.
When the Canadian Institutes for Health
Research was first formed it looked to
iCAPTURE and Dr. Bruce McManus to
set up the national Institute for Circulatory
and Respiratory Health at Providence Health
Care. The choice of PHC for this national
Institute is indicative of the high quality
of our researchers and our research in the
field of circulatory and respiratory health.
Few institutions in the world, and no other
in Canada, have the physical resources and
expert personnel required to integrate
gene-based research, bioinformatics, clinical
research and outcomes research. The PHC
Research Institute has taken a leadership
role in heart and lung research across the
spectrum and we will work hard to further
this research emphasis.

phc research institute is the provincial centre for
and lung research in british columbia

Priority research Questions
Over the next several years, the heart and lung program at the
PHC Research Institute will pursue these and other questions:
	Why are some people more likely
to get heart and/or lung diseases
than others?
	How can we improve current
treatment techniques and drug
therapies?
How can we achieve behaviour
changes that will decrease risk
for heart and lung diseases (e.g.
healthy eating, weight management, smoking cessation)?

How can we use imaging
technologies (CTs and MRIs)
to replace invasive diagnostic
procedures such as angiograms?
How can we use computer
technology to understand
the underlying relationships
between genes, proteins,
and heart disease?
How can we reduce rejection of transplanted organs
in transplant patients?

heart

feature centre the james hogg
i capture centre
The James Hogg iCAPTURE Centre for Cardiovasular and
Pulmonary Research, based at St. Paul’s Hospital has over
250 personnel working towards solving the problems of
heart, lung, and blood vessel diseases. The iCAPTURE
Centre is a UBC research centre supported collaboratively
by the Faculty of Medicine at UBC and Providence Health
Care Research Institute. Built on a history of research
excellence, the iCAPTURE Centre was created in 2000
with the infusion of $21 million of infrastructure funding
from the Canada Foundation for Innovation (CFI) and
its partners. Investigators and trainees in the iCAPTURE
Centre are using the best available technology to image
and measure changes in molecules, cells, tissues, organs
and whole organisms, including patients, in order to
understand the link between our genes and environments
in causing heart, lung, and blood vessel diseases. The role
of inflammation and virus infections in disease is
a central theme.
www.icapture.ca
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Providence Health Care is home to:

BC Centre for Excellence in HIV/AIDS
Canadian HIV Trials Network
John Ruedy Immunodeficiency Clinic

In keeping with its tradition of compassion,
PHC began caring for young, gay men appearing with mysterious illnesses in the early
1980s. Now we know they were infected with
the human immunodeficiency virus and had
developed illnesses associated with AIDS.
Since that time, PHC’s research efforts in the
HIV/AIDS field have grown steadily, attracting some of the best minds from around the
world. Dr. Julio S.G. Montaner is director of
the BC Centre for Excellence in HIV/AIDS
(CfE), situated at St. Paul’s Hospital (see
sidebar). The PHC Research Institute’s HIV/
AIDS research program at the CfE includes
clinical research as well as behavioural,
social, epidemiologic, health outcomes and
laboratory research.

Additionally, the Centre for Excellence in
HIV/AIDS has formed unique relationships with PHC heart researchers to better
understand how certain HIV medications
negatively affect the metabolism and heart
health of patients.
The PHC Research Institute is also home
to the national headquarters of the Canadian
HIV Trials Network, headed by Dr. Martin
Schechter. This is a Canadian Institutes
of Health Research funded research body that
coordinates and facilitates many of the HIV
treatment and vaccine trials occurring across
Canada.

the bc centre for excellence in hiv/aids has formed unique
relationships with phc heart researchers to better understand how certain
hiv medications negatively affect the metabolism and heart health
of patients

Priority research Questions
Over the next several years, the HIV/AIDS research program at the
PHC Research Institute will pursue these and other questions:
How can we improve or
simplify current anti-HIV
drug therapy, including
reducing side effects such as
heart and liver complications?

How can we better understand
determinants of high-risk sexual
behaviour and substance abuse
among young gay and bisexual
men?

Can we prevent the transmission
of HIV with a preventive vaccine?

How can we better model and
predict the trajectory of the
epidemic in at-risk populations
(e.g. youth, female sex trade
workers, and crystal meth users).

How can we use laboratorybased tools that accurately
detect resistance to drug
regimens and alert the patient?
How can we improve treatments
for HIV patients co-infected with
other viruses, such as hepatitis
B and C?

feature centre the bc centre for
excellence in hiv/aids
The BC Centre for Excellence in HIV/AIDS is a provincially
funded program of Providence Health Care that is committed to research and treatment of HIV infection as well as
the study of how the epidemic impacts British Columbians.
The rapid incorporation of research findings into clinical
practice ensures that patients receive a continually evolving
standard of evidence-based care. The Centre was founded
in June 1992 by St. Paul’s Hospital and the BC Ministry of
Health in direct response to the emerging HIV epidemic as
a result of the pioneering work done at St. Paul’s Hospital
when AIDS first arose in BC during the early 		
.
Thanks to the results of HIV research, British Columbians
with HIV now live longer and healthier lives than they did
just a few years ago. In fact, the evidence shows that people
with HIV in this province spend far less time in the hospital,
and much more time back at work than they did prior to
recent research advances. The BC Centre for Excellence is
headed up by clinician and researcher Dr. Julio Montaner.
www.cfenet.ubc.ca
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Providence Health Care is home to:

BC Renal Agency
Kidney Function Clinic
Hemodialysis Clinic

Peritoneal Dialysis Clinic
Renal Post-transplant Clinic
Renal Pre-transplant Clinic

Kidney disease continues to be one of Canada’s
most significant causes of illness and death,
and often accompanies other complex diseases
such as obesity, diabetes, and heart disease.
Providence Health Care is well known for its
pre-dialysis programs, its dialysis clinics, its
transplantation surgeries, and excellent renal
care. It is also becoming increasingly known
for its innovative research programs. Since
1997, the BC Renal Agency has been located
at St. Paul’s Hospital and is headed by PHC
nephrologist and researcher Dr. Adeera Levin.
The current kidney research program at PHC
seeks to understand the intertwined themes
of improving the outcomes of patients with
kidney disease at all stages, understanding
vascular health, and improving access and
delivery of services for these patients.

	The kidney research program focuses on
several areas:
Vascular diseases and difficulties
Health outcomes for kidney patients
Optimizing care delivery
Self care learning laboratory
Disease progression prediction tests
Living donor program
	The desire to integrate various disciplines
and address real life issues – issues like the
lack of kidney donors, and the quality of life
for dialysis patients – is key to the PHC
Research Institute’s kidney research program.

the phc research institute seeks to understand the intertwined themes of
improving the outcomes of patients with kidney disease at all
stages, understanding vascular health, and improving health services
to these patients

Priority research Questions
Over the next several years, the kidney research program at the
PHC Research Institute will pursue these and other questions:
How do we improve the longevity and decrease discomfort of
catheters placed for vascular
access?
What are the differences in
vascular access outcomes
based on ethnicity? If these
are determined, what biological
or environmental factors may
influence this?
Is it better for patients admitted to hospital to have slow,
extended daily hemodialysis
or nocturnal hemodialysis?

How can biomarkers help predict
outcomes and allow us to tailor
therapy?
How can we enhance the use
of “living kidney donation” to
improve the transplant rate and
save lives?

feature program
clinical research program
At Providence Health Care most clinical research is
conducted in the form of clinical trials that test new
treatments or devices against standard care. This
important health research would not be possible without
the thousands of patients who volunteer to participate in
these studies.
PHC is home to several large clinical research groups
that specialize in our patient populations including
kidney, interventional cardiology, HIV/AIDS, organ
transplant, hematology, gastroenterology, anesthesia,
emergency, respiratory, surgery, diabetes research and
many other clinical specialty areas. Common to all these
groups is research that answers questions arising from
clinical practice.
www.providenceresearch.ca
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Providence Health Care is home to:

Centre for Health Evaluation and Outcome Sciences (CHéOS)

The term “urban health research” refers to
a research field that addresses the health
needs of city-based populations with
complex health issues. Research in this area
is organized under the Centre for Health
Evaluation and Outcome Sciences (CHÉOS).
Urban health problems are often related to
social issues like poverty, race, homelessness,
drug addiction, mental health, and marginalization. These social conditions lead to
complex combinations of health challenges
like HIV disease, tuberculosis (TB), hepatitis
C, malnutrition, and drug and alcohol related
illnesses. Research is urgently needed to help
untangle the complex socio-economic and
health issues that result. Some of CHÉOS
efforts are focussed on these issues in First
Nations populations and sex workers.
While the PHC Research Institute urban
health program addresses all of these issues,
it has a particular focus on addiction in an
urban context. Addiction is an illness and a

health issue that poses a serious risk to our
society. Untreated drug addiction can lead to
overdose, infectious disease, loss of regular
social and economic functioning, and drugrelated crime. In addition to personal loss
and tragedy, our society bears the costs to
public health, health care, and the welfare
and justice systems to deal with these
consequences.
Because of the intense drain on our society
and on individuals, PHC has made urban
health a priority. This field of study embodies
the PHC Research Institute’s commitment
to “real life health solutions.” The connected specialties of urban health, HIV/AIDS
and mental health put the PHC Research
Institute in a prime position to make a global
impact in the field of harm reduction.

the field of urban health embodies the phc research institute’s
commitment to “pursuing real life health solutions .”

Priority research Questions
Over the next several years, the urban health research program at the
PHC Research Institute will pursue these and other questions:
At a genetic level, why are some
people more likely to become
addicted to drugs and alcohol
than others?
What are some alternative
approaches to treating drug
addiction that may succeed
where methadone and other
programs have failed?
What is the best nursing
approach for people from
cultures who do not support
medication for mental illness?

What can we learn from social
and anthropological studies of
injection drug users to improve
prevention and to understand
and remove the barriers to
effective treatment?
How can we determine what
factors put street youth at risk
of getting HIV and hepatitis C
infection?
How can we protect First
Nations youth from drugrelated harm?

Feature Centre
centre for health
evaluation & outcome sciences (CHÉOS)
CHÉOS is an interdisciplinary research collective founded
to pursue excellence through the evaluation, interpretation and communication of health outcome research.
As part of the PHC Research Institute, CHÉOS supports
clinicians and researchers in publishing and translating
evidence-based academic research. Services range from
research design, grant preparation, statistical support, and
database design.
CHÉOS works across all of PHC Research Institute’s health
disciplines including aging, cardiopulmonary health,
urban health, HIV/AIDS, mental health, and kidney health.
CHÉOS is organized around two hubs. The Urban Health
Hub examines the health of inner-city populations – issues
that affect marginalized populations including addictions,
injection drug use, hepatitis C, HIV infection and prevention research. The Optimal Health Hub looks at how
patients are cared for in the hospital and the community.
www.cheos.ubc.ca
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Providence Health Care is home to:

The Centre for Healthy Aging at Providence (CHAP)

Providence Health Care is one of the largest
providers of residential care in BC and has
demonstrated excellence and leadership in
the area of healthy aging. In addition to its
700 residential care beds spread across five
sites, Providence cares for acutely ill patients
as well as offers rehabilitation care to elders.
Providence is renowned for having one of the
largest departments of Geriatric Psychiatry in
BC and has a significant number of Canada’s
geriatricians.
To assist BC in meeting the needs of an aging
population, the organization responded by
creating the Centre for Healthy Aging at
Providence (CHAP) which has a mandate
to improve the health outcomes for seniors.
CHAP improves the health and quality of life
for seniors in BC through research and its
advocacy mandate. CHAP’s research areas
are selected based on their ability to have a

maximum benefit to the health outcomes
of seniors. Knowledge translation and policy
change are a key parts of CHAP’s vision.
Like the PHC Research Institute’s other
research programs, the opportunities to
make a significant contribution to research
and the improvement of care of seniors are
tremendous. Under the leadership of research
director Dr. Jean Francois Kozak, CHAP has
become a hub of research activities for the
province in the area of home and community
care. Research initiatives are focused on enabling health authorities to make key policy
decisions based on evidence, bridging the gap
between researchers and decision makers.
Governments and health authorities will be
seeking this information and looking at this
important work, making the PHC Research
Institute a leader in the field of aging research.

knowledge translation and translating research
into policy change is a key part of chap’s vision

Priority research Questions
Over the next several years, the aging research program at the
PHC Research Institute will pursue these and other questions:
What innovative benchmarking
relating to seniors’ health
can be developed that enables
key decision makers to make
decisions based on evidence?
What is the state of dementia
care in the province and how
can we improve it?
What is the current access
to “assisted living” and does
assisted living improve health
outcomes?

How can we identify seniors
at risk for over-medication,
falls and social isolation, and how
can we evaluate their quality
of life and health service
utilization over time?
How do we manage Type II
diabetes in the frail elderly
population and what indicators
should we be using in managing
this in a population with
co-morbid conditions?

Feature Centre
centre for healthy
aging at providence
The Centre for Healthy Aging at Providence (CHAP)
is a catalyst for improving the lives of older British
Columbians. Based within a health care setting, CHAP
understands real life issues in care delivery and uses a
practical approach to resolve them. CHAP demonstrates
leadership by identifying and addressing complex and
long-standing problems in the delivery of care to older
British Columbians and undertakes excellent research
that illuminates poorly understood areas of elder care.
CHAP also transfers knowledge to stakeholders and
engages in evidence-based advocacy to improve care
delivery. Through our leadership, research, and advocacy,
we seek to influence positive change that achieves better
health outcomes for seniors.
www.centreforhealthyaging.ca
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The PHC Research Institute considers mental
health research an emerging area and is
looking to build on its early successes.
Addiction research is an area that PHC
Research Institute will continue to expand
in the next few years. A UBC/PHC Leading
Edge Endowment Fund Leadership Chair in
Addiction Research is being recruited to lead
the formation of a research group conducting research in addiction at PHC, especially
with respect to addicted individuals living
with HIV/AIDS. This Chair is supported by
donors to the St. Paul’s Hospital Foundation.

Along with other research programs, the
St. Paul’s Hospital Eating Disorders Program
(EDP) is affiliated with the University of
British Columbia and is home to a growing team of researchers. Research areas of
interest include readiness and motivation
for change, risk factors, social support, and
medical complications in eating disorders.
Research in the EDP is currently supported
by grants from the Canadian Institutes
for Health Research, the British Columbia
Medical Services Foundation, the Michael
Smith Foundation for Health Research, and
the Hospital for Sick Children Foundation.
The group publishes widely in the fields of
obesity, anorexia nervosa, bulimia nervosa,
and related eating disorders.

research areas of interest include readiness and motivation
for change , risk factors , social support, and medical
complications in eating disorders

Priority research Questions
Over the next several years, the mental health research program at the
PHC Research Institute will pursue these and other questions:
How can we prevent anorexia
nervosa?
What role does genetics play in
determining who may develop
eating disorders? How can we
develop a prediction tool?
How can we reduce the very
high death rate of people who
suffer from anorexia nervosa?
Is the high death rate due to
wasting or susceptibility to
bacterial infections?

How is anorexia nervosa
linked to other illnesses
like emphysema?
How is the most common cause
of death in anorexia nervosa
(heart arrhythmias) related to
abnormalities of the autonomic
nervous system? Can we prevent
death by treating the autonomic
dysfunction?
Why don’t Canadian First
Nations populations develop
eating disorders in proportion
to the rest of the population?

Providence Health Care is home to:

St. Paul’s Hospital Eating Disorders Program (EDP)

Feature progr am

interprofessional

research program
The PHC Research Institute has a mandate to create a
broad-based culture of inquiry and active clinical research
across PHC’s programs. This includes strengthening
research conducted by health professionals other than
physicians, including nurses, pharmacists, psychologists,
social workers, physiotherapists, occupational therapists,
dieticians and other members of the patient care teams.
PHC is developing a program of nursing research within
the spirit of multidisciplinary, interprofessional research.
Nursing research examines the processes and outcomes of
care across all the PHC specialty areas. This emerging area
presents opportunities for interprofessional collaboration
throughout the organization. Our goal for the future is to
support a culture of research investigation in all aspects
of our care delivery in order to improve the health of our
patients and British Columbians.

attracting new researchers
and students

Attractive Lifestyles in
Downtown Vancouver

As we build the PHC Research Institute, we will need to
attract new bright lights to our already glowing team of
researchers. Attracting senior and mid-career researchers
will be critical to pursuing our goals in the areas of heart
and lung research, aging research, kidney research, urban
health research and mental health research. We must also
attract young people such as post-doctoral fellows, PhD
and medical students, and undergraduate students.

As the central teaching hospital, St. Paul’s Hospital is
the site of most of the Institute’s research. Situated in
beautiful downtown Vancouver, this location is unparalleled for the lifestyle and recreation opportunities. We
also conduct research at other PHC sites, particularly in
the field of elder care. All of our sites are close to amenities and recreation. The PHC Research Institute stresses
work/life balance for all our researchers and students, a
philosophy that acknowledges that innovators need time
away from a problem to think creatively. We know that
the ocean, the mountains, and the amenities in Vancouver
encourage this.

We will embark on an outreach program to let potential
students and researchers know about our areas of focus
and our research strengths. As we attract some, others
will follow.

Supporting our Current Researchers
Retaining our current researchers is also a priority as we
set about helping them add to their teams. Building this
critical mass of people with different perspectives will help
us improve care from a variety of angles. We will use the
current strength of our researchers and research teams to
attract others.

Please Contact Us
Contact the PHC Research Institute to learn more
about building a career here. Please email us at
research@providencehealth.bc.ca or visit our website
at www.providenceresearch.ca.

Vancouver,
British Columbia
Canada

Interprofessional Research
We want to put particular emphasis on our interprofessional research approach at the PHC Research Institute.
That means attracting researchers from a variety of
professions including nursing, pharmacy, nutrition, etc.
By developing research in these complementary care
areas, we hope to build teams that can answer research
questions to benefit patients with real life issues as they
relate to prevention, diagnostics and treatments.

North to Whistler
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we need your help!
call or visit our foundations today
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Donors have provided support for research
at St. Paul’s for more than 20 years. With the
Providence Health Care Research Institute
now in place, the primary focus for the
Foundation is building human capital.
By creating chairs and professorships,
we are able to attract key researchers to
our hospitals. By providing innovative
funding awards for young investigators
and for physicians who can combine their
research expertise with patient care, the
Foundation is also investing in the future.

With support from the Foundation, talented
researchers are able to compete for funds
from major granting agencies and industry
partners. More importantly, they have the
opportunity to carry out the investigative
work that will ultimately translate into new
treatments for patients and better results
within our health care system. Our priority
areas include heart, HIV/AIDS and kidney
research. If you would like to know more,
please call 604 682 8206.

St. Paul’s hospital Foundation

178 – 1081 Burrard Street
Vancouver, BC V6Z 1Y6
Tel: 604 682 8206
Fax: 604 806 8326
www.helpstpauls.com

St. Vincent’s & Holy Family Health Care Foundation
Seniors are a growing population within our
communities and within the health care
system, yet very little research is devoted to
this large group of citizens. Fortunately, an
innovative research centre, the Centre for
Healthy Aging at Providence, is dedicated
to research and advocacy toward improving
seniors’ health and quality of life. Through
all the expertise within the PHC Research

Institute, seniors’ health research can expand
to include questions that range from the
molecular to policy questions. Funding to
help recruit new people and retain highly
qualified investigators already in place will
enable CHAP to successfully compete for
more grants from major research funding
agencies. To learn more about supporting
seniors health research, call 604 877 3193.

St. Vincent’s & Holy Family Health Care Foundation

4950 Heather Street
Vancouver, BC V5Z 3L9
Tel: 604 877 3193
Fax: 604 877 3008
www.stvincentsholyfamily.ca
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