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HLI Postdoctoral Research Grants at St. Paul’s Hospital 
Overview: 
St. Paul’s Hospital Foundation is grateful to the Ajaib (Jab) and Nirmal (Munni) Sidhoo 
Charities Endowment Fund and the St. Paul’s Hospital pulmonary research endowments for 
supporting a Postdoctoral Research Grant Program at St. Paul’s Hospital. This research program 
will support postdoctoral researchers at the Centre for Heart Lung Innovation (HLI) conducting 
cardiovascular and pulmonary research. The goal of the Postdoctoral Research Grant Program is 
to support promising postdoctoral researchers by providing them with small operating/salary 
support to ensure their research is successful and to increase the competitiveness of their CVs.  
 
Two awards will be given to postdoctoral researchers conducting cardiovascular research in the 
amount of $20,000 over 2 years ($10,000 per year to each fellow), supported by the Sidhoo 
Fund. One award will be given to a postdoctoral researcher conducting pulmonary research in 
the amount of $20,000 over 2 years ($10,000 per year), supported by the Foundation’s 
pulmonary endowments. The funding start date is anticipated to be January 1, 2018. Applications 
will be reviewed by a panel of researchers external to the HLI.  
 
Guidelines: Projects must:  

 Be in cardiovascular or pulmonary research.  
 Have a full budget of a maximum of $20,000 over 2 years ($10,000 per year).  
 Fund research directly related to the postdoctoral fellows research, including salary, 

operating funds, and travel to meetings. 
 Not be used for salary if the postdoctoral researcher currently holds other salary 

awards(s) totalling more than $40,000 per year. 
 Take place primarily at or through the HLI and have the potential to benefit patients 

and/or families of St. Paul’s Hospital.  
 
Eligibility: Funding will be open to postdoctoral researchers who:  

 Have completed a PhD or Medical Degree, or will have completed by the funding start 
date. 

 Have applied for, or be applying for, fellowship funding from the Michael Smith 
Foundation for Heath Research (MSFHR), Canadian Lung Association, or tri-council 
agencies (Canadian Institutes of Health Research [CIHR], Natural Sciences and 
Engineering Research Council [NSERC]) within the last two years. Those postdoctoral 
researchers who currently hold a salary award are eligible to apply. 

 Are conducting their research under the direct supervision of a Principal Investigator or 
Early Career Investigator at the HLI. 

 
Application Process:  

 Complete applications will be due December 15, 2017. 
 Applications should be emailed, in a single PDF, to Kasia Celler: 

Katherine.Celler@hli.ubc.ca 
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 Awardees will be asked for a final 24 month report to summarize their progress and the 
significance of the award to the achievement of their career goals.  

 The application will follow a similar format to the CIHR postdoctoral fellowship 
competition from the most recent competition (deadline November 1, 2017) including the 
following: 

 
1. A completed HLI Postdoctoral Research Grant at St. Paul’s Hospital Application 

form. This should be the first page in your application package. 
 
2. A submitted copy of the CIHR Academic CCV from the applicant (The CCV 

should be appended at the end of the application). 

3. Training Expectations. The applicant should: 
 Provide an overview of how their previous research training and/or 

experience relates to the present proposal and elaborate on their career 
goals. 

 Describe how the training they expect to acquire will contribute to their 
productivity and to the research goals they hope to achieve. 

 Indicate why they decided upon the proposed training location and what 
they expect to learn from the training experience. 

 Maximum 3500 characters including spaces. 
 

4. Research Project Summary 
 The summary should be completed in collaboration with the supervisor. 
 Provide the background/overview of the problem, hypothesis, specific 

project aims, methodology, significance of the anticipated findings, and 
the applicant’s role. 

 Maximum 3500 characters including spaces. This includes references 
(figures and tables are not accepted). 

5. Letter of supervisor’s support signed by the HLI Principal Investigator or Early 
Career Investigator serving as the primary supervisor (see attached) 
 Signature on this standard statement will attest to availability of resources, 

space, and time to conduct the research, and support of the candidate by 
the supervisor.  

 
 

If you have any questions please contact Kasia Celler: Katherine.Celler@hli.ubc.ca                 
604-806-8346 ext 68275 
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Letter of Supervisor’s Support for HLI Postdoctoral Research Grant at St. Paul’s Hospital 

 

Date: 

 

Dear Reviewers, 

It is my pleasure to provide this statement of support for                                     
to hold a HLI Postdoctoral Research Grant under my supervision. I confirm that I have the 
resources, space and time to support the proposed research project and that I am committed to 
ensuring that the candidate is successful while conducting research at the HLI. I can also confirm 
that the funds will go towards the candidate’s salary, or operating/travel expenses directly related 
to their research project.   

The Centre for Heart Lung Innovation (HLI) is a University of British Columbia (UBC) senate-
approved centre located at St. Paul’s Hospital that is internationally recognized for excellence in 
cardiovascular, pulmonary, and critical care research. The HLI has exceptional facilities, 
equipment, and staff and is very dedicated to ensuring a supportive and nurturing environment 
for postdoctoral researchers. I have no doubt that the candidate will be very successful working 
in this environment.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 


